
Welcome to the first installment of THE PERICLEAN: our NEW newsletter delivered
on the first Friday of every month. We look forward to sharing updates, resources,
and uplifting stories from our network of civic champions!

New Executive Director Sanda Balaban Named a
Democracy Hero

 

A group photo of the Democracy
Heroes in Times Square, where their
faces were featured on a Jumbotron.

The Democracy Heroes Award Dinner
was a festive night honoring each
awardee and hosted by Ariana DeBose

​Project Pericles is thrilled to announce
that our new Executive Director, Sanda
Balaban, has been recognized as a
Democracy Hero as part of an
inaugural cohort of 25  trailblazers,
advocates, organizers and change
makers across the U.S. dedicated to
ensuring marginalized voters have a
voice in our democracy. This initiative
is a collaboration between Headcount,
“I am a Voter”, MSNBC’s “Morning
Joe,” and The Rockefeller Foundation.

In Sanda’s reflection upon receiving
this award at a celebrity-filled gala last
Friday night, she expressed: “Being
chosen as a Democracy Hero is a force
multiplier, enabling each of us to build
alliances with extraordinary civic
movers and shakers from all across the
country in order to strengthen and
fortify our fraught democracy at a time
when it is too often under siege."

She also shares a call to action: “We
can re-envision and work towards a
democracy that works for ALL and in
which the practices of democracy live
up to the promises of democracy. We
can and we must.”

Thank you, Sanda, for your leadership
and inspiration in working towards a
more inclusive and equitable
democracy. We are so honored to work
alongside you!

Read More about Democracy
Heroes and Sanda's Thoughts 

https://c4aa.org/2024/04/creative-civic-learning
https://www.thedemocracyheroes.com/
https://www.msnbc.com/know-your-value/out-of-office/-voter-morning-joe-reveal-years-inaugural-democracy-heroes-list-rcna172646
https://www.headcount.org/
https://iamavoter.com/
https://www.msnbc.com/morning-joe/watch/inaugural-list-of-democracy-heroes-announced-220290117557
https://www.projectpericles.org/news/sanda-balaban-named-a-democracy-hero
https://vimeo.com/890506203
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=associations&nav=ba002a63-67a4-4a82-bf58-5e3ef8201822


and Jessica Alba.

 

�Community Spotlight�
La Colmena and Dr. Margarita Sanchez at Wagner

College

Young immigrants share their life experiences and how they are connected to voting rights
through a collaboration in the course "Border Lives: The American Illusion in the XXI Century"

Each newsletter, we will spotlight changemakers in our Periclean community. This
month we are excited to feature a powerful collaboration between Margarita
Sanchez, Professor of Spanish and Director of Integrated Learning at Wagner
College and La Colmena, a nonprofit organization dedicated to empowering low-
wage immigrant workers in Staten Island.

​As a Periclean Faculty Leader, Dr. Sanchez teaches “Border Lives: The American
Illusion in the XXI Century,” a course exploring humanity, identity, and voting rights
through digital storytelling. Collaboratively, Wagner students create videos featuring
La Colmena’s young Dreamers as they share their life experiences and how they
are connected to voting rights. After a successful launch in Fall 2023, the course is
returning for Fall 2024, inviting students to continue delving into the complexities
surrounding the Mexico/US border and the integral role of Latinos in shaping the
future of America.

Read more 

ICYMI: Explore our Voter Activation Modules

https://emojipedia.org/star
https://emojipedia.org/star
https://wagner.edu/languages/faculty/
https://wagner.edu/
https://www.lacolmenanyc.org/
https://www.projectpericles.org/periclean-faculty-leadership-pfl.html
https://www.adl.org/resources/tools-and-strategies/what-daca-and-who-are-dreamers
https://www.projectpericles.org/news/community-spotlight-la-colmena-and-margarita-sanchez-at-wagner-college


We have recently updated our Voter Activation Modules to equip students with
the knowledge and motivation to vote and address challenges to voting rights, just
in time for this dynamic election season.

Check out our updated modules and slide decks for:
How to Vote

Now including add-on slides for LGBTQ+ voters, international
students/non-citizens, becoming a poll worker, and more.

Addressing Voter Suppression
​Updated with 2024 Supreme Court cases and a faculty guide for ideas of
how to implement.

Event Recap: Creative Election
Engagement Webinar

Are you looking for creative ways to engage
your students around the 2024 election but
not sure where to start? Last Friday,
September 27th Project Pericles teamed up
with the Center for Artistic Activism (C4AA)
for a dynamic exploration of interactive
ways to incorporate creativity and election
engagement in college classes this fall
semester.

Speakers included our own Project Pericles
Fellow Erin Mysogland, Assistant Director of
the Center for Community Action and
Research at Pace University.

Click here to access the full recording,
key takeaways, and resources.

Pericleans in the Press

� Allegheny College: Presidents
Corner: Why a strategic "pathway"
is better than a plan, by Ron Cole in
University Business

What Staff are Reading

�Sanda (Executive Director) is reading
"Sustaining Democracy: What We Owe
To The Other Side" by Robert B. Talisse,
which draws upon extensive social science
research on political polarization and partisan

https://www.projectpericles.org/voting-modules.html
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1G7jmK7NDjSuVaW8khN8YyrcqlOYMCwmkCShreKHOk6U/edit#slide=id.p
https://www.projectpericles.org/voter-suppression.html
https://c4aa.org/2024/10/event-recap-creative-election-engagement
https://universitybusiness.com/presidents-corner-why-strategic-pathway-is-better-than-a-plan/?utm_source=omeda&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter-20240806&om_id=1101894641&om_eid=5467B9045034J2Z&oly_enc_id=5467B9045034J2Z
https://www.amazon.com/Sustaining-Democracy-What-Other-Side/dp/0197556450


� Elon University: AAC&U, Elon
University Launch AI Guide for
Students in Inside Higher Ed

� Hendrix College News Release:
Hendrix College Promotes Civic
Engagement as ‘ALL IN’ Campus,
Arkansas’ First Member of College
Presidents for Civic Preparedness

� Pace University: What Can We Do
to Build a More Well-Informed
Citizenry by Marvin Krislov in Forbes

� Project Pericles quoted:
Can Professors Get STEM
Students To Vote in Inside
Higher Ed

Can 50 Nonprofits Build
Something Together? A
Hopeful Idea Begins to
Spread in The Chronicle of
Philanthropy 

identity and argues that when we break off
civil interactions with our political opponents,
we imperil relations with our political allies. 

�Arielle (Associate Director) is reading
"Protected Democracy" an essay by
Lawrence Lessig, about the vulnerabilities in
our democratic system that AI will affect. This
is part of the Digitalist Papers, a series of
12 essays that present an array of possible
futures that the AI revolution might produce.

� Jason Vadnos (Intern) is reading
Educating for Democracy: The Case for a
New Civics, which provides a compelling
argument for the role of educational
institutions and hands-on, experiential
learning in civics education in combating
disillusionment with democracy, reducing
political polarization, and enhancing the civic
capacity of the next generation.

What are YOU reading? None of us have
enough time to read all that we wish we
could. We appreciate tips from readers and
thinkers we admire and would love to share
your suggestions in our next newsletter.
Email: Sanda@projectpericles.org

Upcoming Events

� ️ October 11: Periclean Conversations: Connecting Campuses and Civic
Leaders Virtual Convening from 3-4 PM ET. Register here (for colleagues at
Periclean institutions or participating in Periclean fellowships only) 

� ️ October 23-24: Project Pericles Program Directors’ Conference  at
Swarthmore College (for Pericleans institutions only) 

� ️ This just in! Project Pericles will be presenting two panels featuring
representatives from 7 campuses at the 2025 AAC&U Annual Meeting in
Washington D.C. in January: 

Disrupt Distrust: Fostering Well Being and Resilience through Democratic
Engagement 
Co-Creation in Education: Strengthening Communities through Curricular
Partnerships. Stay tuned for details. 

If you have a story, event, or publication you'd like us to feature, please reach out!
E-mail: arielle@projectpericles.org

Donate to Support Project
Pericles!

Subscribe to The
Periclean

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/quick-takes/2024/08/19/aacu-elon-launch-new-ai-guide-students?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=b550ed90ee-DNU_2021_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-b550ed90ee-238212758&mc_cid=b550ed90ee&mc_eid=b37bdc456e#
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/quick-takes/2024/08/19/aacu-elon-launch-new-ai-guide-students?utm_source=Inside+Higher+Ed&utm_campaign=b550ed90ee-DNU_2021_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1fcbc04421-b550ed90ee-238212758&mc_cid=b550ed90ee&mc_eid=b37bdc456e#
https://www.hendrix.edu/civic-engagement-2024/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/marvinkrislov/2024/09/30/what-can-we-do-to-build-a-more-well-informed-citizenry/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/government/politics-elections/2024/08/28/professors-work-increase-low-stem-student-voting
https://www.philanthropy.com/commons/can-50-nonprofits-build-something-together?sra=true
https://www.digitalistpapers.com/essays/protected-democracy
https://www.digitalistpapers.com/
https://democracyjournal.org/magazine/74/educating-for-democracy-the-case-for-a-new-civics/
mailto:Sanda@projectpericles.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rcOmtrj4rGtSq-p8erRkwpgnhz-8t17z-
mailto:arielle@projectpericles.org
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/91736c4b-e98f-4695-af19-20195524bc04
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/SSMIvad?source_id=ba002a63-67a4-4a82-bf58-5e3ef8201822&source_type=em&c=


PROJECT PERICLES APPRECIATES THE SUPPORT OF OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND
SUPPORTERS INCLUDING: THE EUGENE M. LANG FOUNDATION, THE ARTHUR VINING

DAVIS FOUNDATION, THE MELLON FOUNDATION, & THE TEAGLE FOUNDATION
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